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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 0442 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: PDIP, AF, IN 

SUBJECT: NEW INDIAN AMBASSADOR TO AFGHANISTAN: S.K. SINGH 
REF: KABUL 0049 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON INDIAN AMBASSADOR- 
DESIGNATE TO KABUL, SHILENDRA KUMAR SINGH: 

EMBASSY OFFICERS WHO HAVE KNOWN HIM IN RECENT YEARS HAVE 
MIXED IMAGES OF "S.K". HE CAN BE EITHER WARM AND FRIENDLY OR 
CAUSTICALLY CRITICAL. EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT, HE IS PSYCHOLOGIC- 
ALLY MOST COMPLEX: WITH AN EXTRA DRINK OR TWO SINGH HAS BEEN 
KNOWN TO BEMOAN LUGUBRIOUSLY HIS LACK OF PHYSICAL ATTRACTIVE- 
NESS AND TO QUESTION WHETHER HE HAS THE APPROPRIATE ATTRIBUTES 
FOR A CAREER IN DIPLOMACY. HE IS EXCEEDINGLY AMBITIOUS-SOME 
COLLEAGUES SAY RUTHLESS- AND HE PURSUES RELENTLESSLY, 

AND WITH CONSIDERABLE EFFECTIVENESS, THE PREVAILING MEA LINE 
OF THE DAY. HIS SUPERIORS REPORTEDLY VALUE HIS TAT, ENTS (RATHER 
THAN LIKE HIM) 

S.K. HAS HAD GOOD FRIENDSHIPS WITH MANY INDIVIDUAL AMERICANS BUT 
HAS SOMETIMES BEEN HARSH IN HIS PRIVATE COMMENTS ON THE U.S. 
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SHORTLY AFTER THE CHARGE'S ARRIVAL AT POST IN 1973, HOWEVER, 

S.K. PRIVATELY STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVING INDO-U.S. 
RELATIONS. HE IS SHORT, PLUMP, AND BOUNCY IN MANNER. HE CAN BE 
CHARMING, BUT CAN SHIFT SWIFTLY TO ABRASIVENESS. HE WAS MARRIED 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 1974 TO A FORMER INDIAN COLLEGE INSTRUCTOR. 

SHE WILL HAVE THEIR FIRST CHILD IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. 
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2 SINGH WAS BORN JANUARY 24, 1932, AND HOLDS A MA LL.B. 

FROM AGRA UNIVERSITY. HE WAS ORIGINALLY APPOINTED TO THE INDIAN 
FOREIGN SERVICE IN 1954, AND SUBSEQUENTLY POSTED TO TEHRAN. 

NEW YORK (UNITED NATIONS) AND, HIS LAST ASSIGNMENT, TO BEIRUT/ 
NICOSIA/AMMAN. HIS LANGUAGE SKILLS INCLUDE PERSIAN, HINDI, URDU, 
PUNJABI, AND SANSKRIT ASIDE FROM FLUENT ENGLISH. 

3. COMMENT: IF S.K. HAS INSTRUCTIONS TO BE GENTLE, AGREEABLE, 

AND HELPFUL IN KABUL, HE WILL BE SO AND SHOULD BE AN EFFECTIVE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIAN INTERESTS. IF HE BELIEVES THAT INDIANS 
INTERESTS ARE SERVED BY A DIFFERENT POSTURE, THAT WILL BE THE 
FACE HE SHOWS. END COMMENT. 

4. ADDRESSEE POSTS MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE AN UPDATED 
EVALUATION OF SINGH 

SCHNEIDER 
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